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Median earnings by subject
Sorted by 5-year earnings, highest first

Subject 1 yr 3 yr 5 yr

Medicine and dentistry £40,500 £49,600 £53,300

Economics £29,600 £37,200 £50,000

Mathematical sciences £28,100 £34,700 £41,200

Engineering £30,300 £35,400 £41,200

Physics and astronomy £28,500 £34,700 £40,500

Veterinary sciences £33,200 £37,600 £40,500

Pharmacology, toxicology and pharmacy £27,900 £34,300 £39,100

Medical sciences £26,300 £34,700 £38,300

Computing £28,500 £32,800 £38,300

Architecture, building and planning £28,500 £34,300 £36,500

Chemistry £26,300 £31,000 £35,400

Politics £25,200 £29,600 £35,000

Nursing and midwifery £31,400 £33,600 £34,300

Languages and area studies £24,800 £28,800 £33,600

Geography, earth and environmental studies £24,500 £28,500 £33,200

Business and management £25,200 £28,500 £33,200

Law £23,000 £27,000 £32,500

Allied health £26,300 £30,700 £32,500

Materials and technology £25,900 £29,200 £31,800

Philosophy and religious studies £23,400 £27,700 £31,800

History and archaeology £22,600 £26,600 £31,000

Biosciences £23,000 £27,000 £31,000

Celtic studies £23,000 £27,000 £29,200

Combined and general studies £24,100 £27,000 £28,800

English studies £21,500 £25,600 £28,800

General, applied and forensic sciences £22,600 £25,900 £28,800

Health and social care £24,100 £27,400 £28,500

Sport and exercise sciences £20,800 £25,200 £28,500

Education and teaching £24,500 £26,300 £28,100

Psychology £21,500 £25,200 £28,100

Sociology, social policy and anthropology £21,900 £25,600 £28,100

Agriculture, food and related studies £22,300 £25,600 £27,700

Media, journalism and communications £21,200 £24,500 £27,400

Creative arts and design £20,400 £23,000 £25,600

Performing arts £18,300 £21,900 £24,800

Raw UK medians for graduates in sustained employment (~2016/17 cohort for the 5-yr figure). Earnings reflect which industries a
subject feeds into and where graduates work, not course quality. Source: DfE LEO 2022/23.  @EduStrategyCaroline



Same subject, different university
The pay gap between the lowest and highest-earning universities, 5 years out

Subject Lowest uni Highest uni Gap

Medicine and dentistry £46,700 £59,100 £12,400

Economics £32,300 £91,600 £59,300

Mathematical sciences £28,800 £71,200 £42,400

Engineering £30,100 £67,900 £37,800

Physics and astronomy £31,800 £66,100 £34,300

Veterinary sciences £27,400 £47,100 £19,700

Pharmacology, toxicology and pharmacy £25,600 £44,900 £19,300

Medical sciences £29,600 £49,800 £20,200

Computing £20,800 £86,100 £65,300

Architecture, building and planning £26,600 £63,300 £36,700

Chemistry £28,800 £60,600 £31,800

Politics £26,300 £52,900 £26,600

Nursing and midwifery £28,500 £46,000 £17,500

Languages and area studies £25,900 £46,000 £20,100

Geography, earth and environmental studies £24,500 £52,200 £27,700

Business and management £19,000 £62,800 £43,800

Law £23,000 £85,800 £62,800

Allied health £21,300 £46,400 £25,100

Materials and technology £21,900 £43,400 £21,500

Philosophy and religious studies £22,400 £44,900 £22,500

History and archaeology £21,900 £48,900 £27,000

Biosciences £23,700 £46,400 £22,700

Celtic studies - - -

Combined and general studies £27,400 £47,600 £20,200

English studies £21,200 £38,000 £16,800

General, applied and forensic sciences £25,600 £46,400 £20,800

Health and social care £21,000 £38,300 £17,300

Sport and exercise sciences £23,000 £37,200 £14,200

Education and teaching £20,100 £39,800 £19,700

Psychology £20,400 £44,500 £24,100

Sociology, social policy and anthropology £22,600 £41,600 £19,000

Agriculture, food and related studies £20,400 £36,500 £16,100

Media, journalism and communications £23,000 £39,400 £16,400

Creative arts and design £17,300 £36,100 £18,800

Performing arts £19,000 £35,000 £16,000

Lowest vs highest median across UK universities with at least 30 graduates in the earnings figure, 5 years out. The top is often an
Oxbridge or specialist provider. The spread reflects who gets in and which industries graduates enter, not teaching quality. A few
subjects have too few large cohorts to compare (-). Source: DfE LEO 2022/23.  @EduStrategyCaroline



Want this for YOUR
child's shortlist?

This cheat-sheet is the national picture. An EduStrategy
report makes it personal, your child's grades, target

courses and a reach / target / safety shortlist, with the
data behind every recommendation.

  Book a 1:1 or request a report  
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